introduction to titus

I. Titus is one of three epistles in the New Testament that are commonly known as the Pastoral Epistles, I & II Timothy being the other two.

A. They were originally regarded as mere personal letters and were classified with Philemon; however, because of their strong bearing on the life of the church, they gained the name the “Pastoral Epistles.” 

B. Though addressed to individuals, these books are not limited to personal and private communications, but are somewhat official in character. 

C. Paul addressed them to Timothy and Titus to guide them in matters concerning the pastoral care of the church

D. The pastoral epistles are then addressed to apostolic troubleshooters, who were temporarily responsible for individual local churches; they essentially functioned as temporary pastor-teachers.

E. They contain written instructions about methods and procedures dealing with church government, policies, and practice, all of which were to be incorporated in their respective churches.

F. It is most natural to suppose that many of these instructions had been given orally at a recent date and that these epistles are somewhat designed to confirm in writing what these men had been told.

G. This obviously serves two purposes:

1. The first is to validate that they are legitimate authorities, should they be questioned about their credentials, functioning at the request and with the authority of the Apostle Paul.

2. The second is to have written confirmation of the facts, and to challenge these men to implement Paul’s directives.

H. While there are several schools of thought on dating the Pastoral Epistles, we will address that issue in a subsequent point.

II. Authorship.

A. The epistle to Titus has a typical salutation for that time in history, which declares the apostle Paul to be the writer.

B. External evidence for Pauline authorship.

1. Pauline authorship of the Pastoral Epistles was virtually undisputed until the modern period, and wasn’t questioned until about 150 years ago.

2. External evidence is as strong as that which is present for most of the other Pauline epistles, with the exception of 1 Corinthians and Romans

3. The epistle to Titus was declared to be authentic by Tertullian (150-200 AD), Cyril of Jerusalem (315-386 AD), Eusebius (325-340 AD), and Augustine (c. 400 AD).

4. It is cited by Clement of Rome (95-97 AD), Iranaeus (130-202 AD), and Origen  (185-264 AD).

5. It is listed in all the early canons including:

a. The Muratorian canon, the earliest known listing of authentic scripture.  170 AD

b. The Barococcio canon.  206 AD

c. Athanasius.  367 AD.

d. The councils at Hippo and Carthage ratified the entire New Testament that we use today as well.  393-397 AD

C. Internal evidence.

1. Although there is considerable debate concerning the authenticity of Pauline authorship due to historical, ecclesiastical, instructional, doctrinal and linguistic questions, none of it is sufficient to overturn the external evidence of Pauline authorship.

2. The opening statement of the letter explicitly declares the writer to be the apostle Paul.

3. The early statement about being entrusted with the gospel is consistent with what Paul says elsewhere.  Gal. 2:7; IThess. 2:4; ITim. 1:11

4. The emphasis on good works/deeds for those that have believed is consistent with what Paul emphasizes in other places.  Eph. 2:10; ITim. 2:10, 6:18

5. Respect for and obedience to the Establishment Chain of Command conforms to what Paul expressed in the letter to the Romans.  Rom. 13:1ff

6. The exhortations that are addressed to slaves are almost identical to what we observe in Paul’s other writings.  Eph. 6:5; Col. 3:22; ITim. 6:1

D. It must be noted that all the objections to Paul’s authorship of Titus and the other Pastoral Epistles have arisen in the last 150 years with the advent of Higher Criticism.

E. Objections to Pauline authorship and their weaknesses.

1. The historical objections arise based on the interpreters’ inability to reconcile the events in the Pastoral Epistles with the chronology of the Acts narrative.

a. They fail to appreciate that there were two Roman imprisonments, with a period of further missionary activity sandwiched between them, between 62 AD and 67 AD.

b. Titus would have been written following the first Roman imprisonment, which is the subject of Acts 28, and his second imprisonment, which is the subject of II Timothy.

c. It is clear that the Acts narrative does not allow for any time for Paul to be on Crete with Titus.

2. Some argue that the ecclesiastical situation reflected in the Pastorals is too developed to belong to the age of Paul.

a. They argue that Paul was not interested in such matters as Church organization since the references to pastors and deacons are not included in any of his other letters.

b. Their position is very much weakened by the fact that Paul was clearly engaged in establishing Church government as early as the first journey in 49 AD.  Acts 14:23  

c. Further, Paul gave explicit instructions to the Ephesian elders (Acts 20:17-38), and greeted the overseers and deacons in Philippi, a church he established in 51 AD.  Phil. 1:1

d. Finally, these letters do express what we would expect: the fact that Paul was concerned that sound doctrinal teaching and order would be preserved after his departure.

3. Doctrinal objections come about based on the fact that many great doctrines Paul taught (such as righteousness by faith, the Fatherhood of God, and the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit, to name a few) are missing.

a. First, it is not possible to place much weight on this objection since one cannot be expected to teach every doctrine in every letter.

b. Second, it is readily expected that these men would not need such teaching since they were his close associates, who were already well acquainted with these truths.

4. Linguistic objections focus particularly on the vocabulary and style we find in Titus.

a. It is a fact that that there is a higher proportion of hapax legomena in the Pastoral Epistles than in any of the other letters.

b. However, all the words that are used are attested from 50 AD and could have easily been known and used by Paul.

c. Obviously the focus of the Pastoral Epistles is different from letters to congregations, and this accounts for many of these unusual words.

d. While arguments based on style may bear some merit, the simple reality is that these letters are too brief, and Paul was too complex to be reduced to statistical calculations.

F. While various solutions have been proposed to Pauline authorship, the evidence still indicates that Paul was the human author.

1. Some have suggested that Timothy and Titus edited the material in their possession and published it in its present form after the death of Paul; however, one cannot present a motive for such actions.

2. A Later Paulinist: this theory affirms that a later Paulinist (Pseudo-Paul) desired to represent Paul in his day with some genuine Pauline fragments, but this has many problems, like lack of historical proof.

3. The correct view states that the Apostle Paul is the author of the Pastorals, and is supported by the salutation in each letter, and by the strong external evidence of the church; some consider the possibility that the differences between Paul's other letters and the Pastorals may be explained by an amanuensis such as Luke, due to the similarities with the Pastorals and Luke-Acts.

III. Place and Date.

A. Admittedly, the chronology of the closing period of the life of Paul is somewhat obscure, but we do know that he finally suffered martyrdom in Rome in the spring of 68 AD.

B. From the chronology of Acts, we can clearly place Paul in prison in Rome between 60-62 AD.

C. It was during this time that the Prison Epistles were written; this includes the letters to Ephesus, Colosse, Philemon, and Philippians.

D. From a careful study of Philippians, which was written in 62 AD just before the end of his time in prison, it is evident that Paul knew he was going to be released.  Phil. 1:19,24-25, 2:23-24

E. Therefore, the interpreter is forced to conclude that there were two Roman imprisonments; one that lasted for about 2 years, which ended with the book of Acts, and another that lasted less than a year, and ended with the beheading of Paul in 68 AD.

F. This explains the period of activity during which the last three books of Paul’s life were written.

G. While it is impossible to give a perfect chronological account of Paul’s activities during this five-year period, we can certainly document a number of things he did.

1. Paul was released from prison in Rome since he was a Roman citizen and since the Jews’ case had been heard several times without a guilty verdict, they were forced to simply let the charges drop.

2. The first segment of his ministry was in the regions east of Rome from March, 62-Spring, 64 AD, during which time he visited Ephesus and left Timothy to set that church in order.

3. He traveled on to Macedonia (ITim. 1:3) and wrote the first letter to Timothy from Northern Greece in the fall of 62 AD.

4. Based on traditional evidence, the second segment of his ministry was conducted in Spain from the spring of 64 AD-spring, 66 AD. 

a. The letter of Clement of Rome to the Corinthians in 96 AD confirms that Paul did realize his dream to evangelize Spain.

5. The third segment of his ministry was again toward the east, and he appears to have been on Crete in the spring of 66 AD, leaving Titus to organize the churches that were on the island.

6. After leaving Titus in charge there, Paul wrote to him informing him that he was spending the winter in Nicopolis, sending someone to relieve Titus, and instructing Titus to join him, which we conclude he did.  Tit. 3:12

7. This would indicate that this letter was written sometime during the summer or fall of 66 AD.

8. After that, he and Titus ministered in Macedonia, Greece, and Asia Minor from the spring to the fall of 67 AD, visiting Corinth, Miletus, and Troas.  IITim. 4:13,20-21

9. It has been suggested that Paul was arrested in one of these cities in the fall of 67 AD, sent to Rome, apparently had a brief trial, and was cast into prison to await his fate.

10. At this time, Paul wrote the second letter to Timothy, informing him that the end was at hand.

11. Since Nero returned to Rome in January, 68 AD and committed suicide in June of that same year, Paul must have been beheaded sometime in the spring of 68 AD.

H. While it would be unwise at this point to be dogmatic about the exact date of writing, the evidence clearly supports a date between 62-67 AD, with the fall of 66 AD, being the most educated guess.

I. While the place of writing is not explicitly specified, it is logical to conclude that Paul was on his way to Nicopolis, a city on the western side of Greece in the province of Macedonia.  Tit. 3:12

IV. Recipient.

A. The letter is addressed to Titus, who is mentioned thirteen times in the New Testament, but strangely not mentioned in the book of Acts.  Gal. 2:1,3

B. He was a Greek that was converted under Paul’s ministry; beyond that we know nothing of his family or the time of his conversion.  Tit. 1:4

C. Some have suggested that his home was in Syrian Antioch, and that he was converted under Barnabas and Saul during the very fruitful period of evangelism recorded in Acts 11:24-26.

D. The earliest reference to him is found in Galatians, when Titus joined Paul and Barnabas in taking the famine relief funds to Jerusalem in 47 AD.  Gal. 2:1; Acts 11:30

E. Titus was a test case in the arguments with the Judaizers about the necessity of circumcision for new Gentile converts.  Gal. 2:1-5

F. He was present with Paul in Ephesus in the Summer of 56 AD; from there he was sent to Corinth by Paul to begin work on the Jerusalem offering (not the famine offering), and to ascertain the effect that I Corinthians had on that church.  IICor. 7:6-9, 8:6, 12:18

G. From Corinth, Titus proceeded to Macedonia and joined Paul, who had been eagerly expecting him at Troas.  IICor. 2:12-13

H. When Titus did not arrive when Paul thought he would, Paul left Troas and moved into Macedonia where he met Titus at a pre-arranged place.  IICor. 7:5-6

I. At that time, Paul received a glowing report from Titus about the situation in Corinth, which was immensely comforting to the apostle.  IICor. 7:5-7

J. Following this, Paul sent Titus and two others back to Corinth with the second extant epistle to the Corinthians; aside from delivering the letter, they were to exhort and encourage the Corinthians in regard to the offering for the needy saints in Jerusalem.  IICor. 8:16-24, 9:5

K. We hear nothing more of Titus until the time when Paul writes this epistle to him, a space of some 10 years.  Fall 56 AD-Fall 66 AD.

L. The last we hear of Titus he was still loyal to Paul, visiting him in the Roman prison just prior to his death, and heading for a ministry in Dalmatia.  IITim. 4:10

M. His character is attested by the fact that Paul was extremely fond of him and quite confident in his abilities, calling him his son (Tit. 1:4), his brother (IICor. 2:13), his partner and fellow worker (IICor. 8:23).  

N. Paul recognized his devotion to the work of the ministry, stating that he was of the same mind as Paul himself.  IICor. 12:18

O. He was very instrumental in helping to effect a reconciliation between Paul and the Corinthians, who had been estranged from their right apostle by their willingness to listen to false teachers.  IICor. 2:17-3:1,6:11-13, 11:2-15,18-21, 12:11-13, 13:3

P. This would have required a real level of dedication to both parties, dealing with a difficult and sensitive situation.

Q. Since this occurred on more than one occasion, it is clear that Paul viewed Titus as loyal, tactful, capable, resourceful, and skillful in handling people and their problems; these qualities enabled him to handle the organization of a number of churches on Crete.

V. Purpose.

A. There are several very clear purposes that are evident within the letter that make evident Paul’s reasons for writing to Titus.

B. The first of two reasons is found in Titus 1:5 and it relates to the work of confirming the existing churches in sound doctrine. 

1. The existing churches on Crete had to endure the same attacks that many of the New Testament churches had to face: the Judaizers.  Tit. 1:10

2. The Cretans were known for their bad conduct, and the phrase to Cretanize became proverbial for lying, and to play the Cretan with a Cretan meant to out-trick a trickster.  Tit. 1:12-13

3. Therefore, part of Titus’ mission on Crete was to deal with existing character problems of laziness, gluttony, drunkness, and low morals that were a well known part of Cretan society, which tended to be mirrored in the Cretan churches.

4. This epistle is brief, but it clearly emphasizes the importance of adorning the doctrine we have learned by the witness of the life in Divine good production.  Tit. 2:10,14, 3:1,8,14

C. The second reason for writing in Titus 1:5 dealt with establishing proper leadership for the churches on the island that did not have such.

1. We do not know how Christianity first came to the island, but we read of Jewish Cretans that were present on the day of Pentecost.  Acts 2:11

2. The qualifications for pastor-teachers are exceedingly similar to what we find in I Timothy 3.  Tit. 1:6-9

D. Another purpose for this letter is seen toward the end of it, where Paul instructs Titus to join him in Nicopolis for the winter, suggesting that his mission on Crete was not a long term one.

E. At the same time, Titus is to assist Zenas and Apollos on their journey when they deliver this letter to him.

F. Finally, this epistle serves to confirm Titus as Paul’s personal representative on Crete as he carried out the difficult assignment of organizing the church through the appointment of morally and doctrinally qualified elders in the various churches in view of the false teachers present.

VI. Outline.

A. Introduction and salutation. 1:1-4

B. Qualification for pastor-teachers.  1:5-9

C. Cretan character.  1:110-16

D. Christian behavior.  2:1-10

E. Central doctrinal statement and its practical implications.  2:11-3:8

F. Concluding admonitions.  3: 9-15
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